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Mrs. STEPHENS, of Epſom: 


der your roof; which circumſtance 
ES alſo encourages me to offer it you 
i this publick manner. I flatter 
my ſelf that you will pleaſe to accept 
it as a teſtimony of my reſpect and gratituds; 
and I defire it may anſwer an higher end, 
namely, io encourage the ſirong incl inatious you 
bave to pay a proper reſpect ſo the memory of ſuth 
as were examples of vertue in à corrupt world. 
Ion have had an intimacy with many excellent 
perſons now removed to a better country): Some 
were near relations, and others eminent in pub- 
lick life. Jou treat their memory, as you did 
themſelves while living, with the exacteſt decency 
and moſt unqueſtion d ſincerity, How you have 
ollowed their example will be told, I hope, a 
great while hence. If 1 ſhould take notice of the 
improvement you have made by their converſation, 
0 as to raiſe the happieſt natural temper into 

— 5 


a ſhining example of that goodneſs, for which the 
great apoſtle ſaith, peradventure ſome would 
even dare to die; 4 goodneſs conducted by wi- 
dom, ſhaded with modeſty, and confined to no 
party; all your acquaintance would be my vouchers : 
and tho I might diſpleaſe you, I ſbould not hurt 
you; for it is never dangerous to praiſe where one 
is ſure hamility will turn it all into advice; and 
uſe commendations as an argument for preater 
care to be really and more"abundantly what one is 
generally reputed to be. 

May God long continue you a pattern of all that is 
praiſe-worthy, without affe!?ation or vanity : and 
when you are called up to the world of perfect ſpirits, 
may the example you have left do good; and eſpeci. 
ally be edifying to your ſurviving relations, par. 
ticularlj thoſe of condition and diſtinction; while 
they ogſerve how conſiſtent the greateſt politeneſ 
and el egance of behaviour is with chriſtian ſim- 
plicity and godly ſincerity. For the ſake of others, 
at leaſt, 1 hope you will excuſe this freedom in, 


Hons. Mapa wm, 

| Your moſt obliged, obedient 

Lond. Nov. 20th, * - n | 
„ and humble Servant. 


J. EAR k. 
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ls is one of the proverbs of Solo- 
mon. It was an obſervation of his 
| TR} father David, that God will give grate 
aud glory, and withhold no good thing 
rom ſuch as walk uprightly, Pſal. 84. 
11. To this, the {on bears witneſs - 


in the courſe of his obſervations. In the foregoing 
verſe, he aſſures us, that bleſſings ſhall be on the head 
of che juſt ; and in this, that his memory ſhall be bleſ» 
fed. Such enconragement have men to be religious 


The expreſſion. of St. Paul is very full; godlineſs hath 
the promiſe of the life that now is, and of that which is 


#0 come, 1 Tim. 4. 8. The good things of earth, 


with ſuch limitations a wiſe man would chuſe, and 
heaven at laſt. Is not this a ſufficient motive to vir- 
tue? And yet the liberality of him who is a rewar- 
der of them that diligently ſeek him, throws in even 
more than all this. Their memory ſhall be bleſſed. 
Reputation, which this wiſe, man calls a goed name, 


and affirms ro be better than precious ointment, Eccleſ. 
7. 1. is one of the bleſſings of this liſe ; and à crows 


Z of 


(6) 
ef glory that fadeth not away their reward in: 
better. But there is ſomething in ſtrict proprietyſh,; 
diſtin& from both, in the expectation of which they 
are allowed to indulge themſelves, wiz. that their 
memory ſhall live when they are dead; that, as the 
royal pſalmiſt exprefles it, they ſhall be had in ever. 
laſting remembrante, Pſal. 112. 6. or, as it is in the 
words of the preacher, their memory ſhall be bleſſed, 

'Trxsz words I would firſt explain, thar you 
may have the true ſenſe of them; and then make: 
few proper obſervations from them. 

For Explication, you may take the following 
particulars, 


I. By the juſt, or which is all one, the righteous, 
we are to underſtand what we commonly call good 
men. Such as in the old teſtament, ſuitably to 
its diſpenſation, are generally deſcribed by theit 
caring God, and in the neu, by their faith and love 
to him. Their whole character lies in their regard: 
ing ſupremely thoſe two great commandments, on 
which hang all the lau and the prophets, which re- 
quire lave ro God above all, and to man, for his 
ſake, and as he has directed. See Mat. 22. 37, &c. 
and as neither of theſe can be ſeparated from a re- 
gular ſelf-love, and the laſt is to be directed by it. 
\ The ſum of religion is moſt completely given in 
thoſe known words of St. Paul, that we live ſober- 
Ix, righteouſly and godly in this preſent world, Tit: 2. 
Or thoſe good men ſome are barely ſo, and 
it may require a great deal of skill and chari- 
ty too, to be able to pronounce in their favour, their 
ſtate is ſo dubious, tho they may have ſome good 
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in 2 


PHiety Bing in them towards the Lord their God; or, in t 

| they — * of Job, the root of the matte F - A ad 

ther Or ER s are plainly defective, tho we cannot 

s theſſhueſtion their hearts being right in the main. They 

*. te babes in Chriſt, as the Apoſtle ſpeaks, 1 Cor. 3. 
e 


Such as have need of milk, and not of ſtrong meat, 
eing unskilful in the word of righteouſneſs ; and need- 
g to be taught again which be the firſt principles of 
be Oracles of God, Heb. 5. 12, 13 | 
OrTrHxrzrs have made conſiderable advances to- 
ards perfection. They are ſtrong men, and the word 
God abideth in them; and they have overcome the 
vicked one, 1 John 2. 14. They make a viſible 
ropreſs in the divine life, adding to their faith ver- 
ue, &c. 218 | | | 
SoMuE few are remarkable, eminently and exem- 
larily good. Of theſe we have ſeveral inſtances 
pon record in holy writ, as Enoch, Noah, Abra- 
rd: am, Job, Moſes, David, Daniel, and others in the 
n teſtament ; and ſeveral others in the eu: of 
te neſe St. Haul is the chief, and I cannot but think 
his he man that came neareſt to the perſe& exemplar, 
a he holy and juſt one, even the incarnate ſon of 
© NE 22 895 | 
it. Or theſe ſome had their remarkable failings, 
in Band all of them their real blemiſhes and imperfecti- 
7" ons: for there it not a juſt man upon earth that do- 
Weth good and fiuneth not, Eccleſ. 7. 20. If we ſay 
we have nor ſinned we deceive our ſelves, and make 
God a liar, 1 John 1. 8, 10. It was only Jeſus 
Chriſt the righteous who did no ſin. | 


Jed. 
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N Bur the failings of ſome very eminently good 
men, have been notorious inſtances of humane tratl- 
ey, and are recorded for caution and warning. And 
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Ou 
ns le has been, now it is, and there is x0 
thing under the ſun. Weaker chriſtians are often pre 


ſerv'd” from any groſs failings, when thoſe of hig pol 
er attainments have fallen ſhamefully ; reaching uf ima 
nor to truſt in our ſelves, but only in him whoſe al « 
grace is ſufficient . for us. LED nit 
As AIN; of theſe juſt or good men ſome a. 
diſtinguiſhed by providence in opportunities of ſheuſ ful 


ing themſelves. It is indeed the duty and endes 
vour of every good man, that his light ſhine be. 
fore men: And all true chriſtians may be faid to 
ſhine as lights in the world, Philip. 2. 15. But, at 
one ſtar differs from another ſtar in glory, ſonu 
are burning and ſbining lights in a more illuſtric 
degree; and even of theſe ſome are as a candle pu 
under a buſhel, and others as a light ſet upon a bill 
Thus it was with the Apoſiles, Matthew 5. 14 
ſo it has been with ſome excellent miniſters ſinct 
the firſt age of chriſtianity; whilſt others perhap 
of equal, it may be of ſuperior endowments, not 
only graces but gifts too, have not only moved i 
a narrow ſphere, but dwelt under a cloud all their 
days. The gloomineſs of the day they lived in, 
or ſome other circumſtances never gave them an op- 
portunity of exerting their talents, and ſhining out 
in full luſtre. The like difference, and more fre 
quently, is there among other chriſtians ; ſome are cal- 
led forth to magiſtracy, or the management of pub- 
lick buſineſs, and admitted to ſtand before princes : Ot 
they may have opportunity of appearing to advantage 
uponthe account of their high quality or great eſtates; 
while others equally, or it may be more excellent 
perſons in themſelves, are hardly known, and paſo - 
through the world in retirement ; and differ 1 | 
others 


. oe werpbes << yo mw wawumgona gon 


(-9) 

iff others whom providznce has ſee forth in the world, 

© only as a diamond of the ſame, weight, water and 

ib poliſhing, in the poſſeſſion of a private man of 

{mall acquaintance, does from one ſet in a roy- 

al crown, which is uſcd in the moſt publick ſolem- 

nities, and may be viewed by all comers _ 

. T 1s account of the juſt man you'll find uſe- 
ful in the following part of this diſcourſe. 


II. BI the memory of the juſt man, I need not 
tell you, is not here meant the faculty in the mind 
of man which bears that name; tho it be true that 
every good man's memory is bleſs'd in this ſenſe, 
that it is a happy ſtorehouſe (tho in different de- 
grees) of uſeful truths gathered from ſcripture, ex- 
perience, and obſervation ; and he can bring out 
of (his treaſure things new and old, Mat- 13. 52. 
But by it is meant that which others remember 
of him: His memory objefively, as that which 
men report of us, tho reporting be their action, 
yet is call'd our report. Thus Joſeph brought to 
his father his brethren's evil report, and Demetrius 
had a good report of all men. A good man's me- 
mory therefore is the reſult of his perſon, character 
and conduct, as having made impreſſions upon, 
and being revived in the minds of ſuch as had 
opportunity of acquainting themſelves with it. 
But there is no need of exactneſs in a caſe where 
through frequent uſe in a determinate ſenſe, the 
mere word gives as good and perhaps a betrer 
idea than any explication. 5 | 
1 ſhall only obſerve that a man's memory com- 
-prehends all of him that falls under obſervation; 
his perſon, qualifications, and conduct, all 5 

either 


that may be remembred or reported to his advan 


known only to him in whoſe ſight all things are naked 


of their character and converſation. As juft, 1 ſay, e 


And ſach as reverence deceaſed people, merely be- 
cauſe they find their names in a Kalendar, or ſee 


and act as if they had no more underſtanding than 


thing of the virtues of the ſaints, whoſe memory | * 


the original, but ſupply'd by our tranſlators, leaves 
us at liberty to aſcribe bleſſedneſs to the memory 


(10) 


tage, or to his diſadvantage. I ſay what falls un- 
der obſervation, becauſe, the ſprings and move- vleſ: 
ments of action are inviſible to all but God, andi © 
a great deal both of good and evil are ſecret, and 


and open. 


3. Wnrezn the memory of the juſt is ſaid to be 
bleſſed, it is to be underſtood of them as juſt per. 
fons ; and in proportion to the knowledge we have 


becauſe every thing that was wrong in the temper 
of their mind, and courfe of their converſation, Me 


is not (as the world goes) expected to be forgot · Nec 


ten ; nor can it be remembered to their advantage, rhe 
tho' jt may to our own, if it be improv'd to out ſer 
greater care of our behaviour, and make us more ſen- ell 
ſible of our dependance upon the grace or ſpirit 
of God. And in proportion to our acquaintance with 
their excellencies, perſonally, or by credible report, 
becauſe remembrance is founded in knowledge. be 


their images in a church, are ſtupid to a degree; 
the figures before which they bow. If we know no- m 


we celebrate, or have not ſufficient youchers in the 


caſe, we reverence as the Samaritan; worfhipped, p 
we know not what» The Word is N I 
e Word { is | not being in , 


of 


* 


Flt | 
df good men in the largeſt and moſt comprehen- 
thing live ſenſe, that the reaſon of the thing will bear: 
van THz SE things being premiſed, the purport of 
he text may be thus repreſented; That GOD will 
bleſs the memory of the righteous, and man oxght 


al o do it · 85 
abel. Go p will bleſs the memory of good men; and 


his may include or be ſuppoſed to conſiſt in two 
chings · 1 


pet ( 1.) HE will himſelf remember all their excellen- 
ve lies and ſuitable conduct with pleaſure. When we 


peak of God's remembring, we are to be under- 
ſtood as. aſcribing nothing to him, which infers im- 
perfection; and are juſtity d in ſuch an expreſſion, 
decauſe he ſpeaks thus of himſelf in condeſcenſion to 
the lowneſs of out conceptions. Let me alſo ob- 


age conceptions: o ob 
oh ſerve that fmply remembring or not forgecting is 
ſen. Neſſential to omniſcience or infinite underſtanding, and 


ſo this is no favour. or proper matter of promiſe. 
— But God will remember them with pleaſure. 
ort, He will delight in their memory; that is, it will 
ge. Ide an agreeable thing to him to view the figure 
be- they made in life, while they ſhone in his image, 
ſee walked in his ways, and did his commandments. 
e; He gives us reaſon to apprehend and ſpeak thus of 
han him in his own holy word; Gen. 9. 15. 1 will' fr 
member my covenant. Jer. 2. 2. Tremember the kind- 
ry neſs of thy youth, the care of thine ,eſpouſals, when 
the %% wenteſt after me, & Thus the men of God 
ed. Jof old have not ſcrupled to addreſs the infinite 
" majeſty, Pſalms 132. 1, 2. Lord, remember Da- 


es vid and all bis affiictions; how" be ſware unto” the 
ry 8 * ; | | : 1 7 3 5 0 ' 5 . Lora, 


in everlaſting remembrance. And it cannot be unfir to 


incongruity in imagining that he ſhould: with ple: 


tions of his own ſpirit, and the purchaſe of his ſon! 
blood; that comelineſs which he has put upo ei 


him to ſuppoſe they continue ſo, and that the m 
.mory of his ſervants is dear to him. — What h 
will one day ſo greatly reward, he may be imagin 
ed to delight in the remembrance of. — They 1 
at the referat of the juſt, to receive the goo 
things done in the body; and may we not then col 
clude that God has a kind and pleaſing remembranc 


groſſer crimes, which tfity committed in any pat 
of their lives; they cannot indeed be in a ſtrict « 
proper ſenſe forgotten: but they ſhall not b an. 


Rr” 
Lord, and vowed to the mighty God of Jacob: a 
Hezekiah, Iſa 38- 3. Remember now, +) Lord, i 
beſerch thee, how 1 have walked before thee in truth 
and with a perfeft heart, aud have done that ' whic 


was good in thy fight, & c. When God's feryaniÞ!c 


are removed out of this world, he remembers theo 
labour of love, their piety and charity — Their pra) 
ers and alms, and other good actions, aſcend for Nati 
memorial before God, Acts 10. 4. and ſha'l abide be not 
fore him for ever, and they themſelves ſhall be hal 


ſay that he remembers them with pleaſure, For it i 
a ſacred expreſſion, the Lord tabeth pleaſure in the be 
that fear him, Pal. 147.11: And there can be if 
ſure review his own gifts, his own' work, the open 
them, and the fruit of thoſe feeds which he ov 


ed in their hearts. Thus they are now precious i 
bis fight, Iſa. 43. 4- and it is no way unbecomin 


As to their imperfe&ions, failings, or eve the 


remember d to their diſadvantage; which muſſſ tio 


be included in that covenant-promiſe, their fi cot 


1 
md their iniquities I will remember no more. 
Thus' we may ſay God makes the memory of the 
oft bleſſed; Is it not a blefled thing, an inexpreſſi- 
ple honour done to good men departed this life in 
od's faith and fear, to have their conduct in this 
rorld remember'd by him with a righteous appro- 
pation and real pleaſure ? This is having their me- 
ory embalmed indeed, to have it live in the re- 
nembrance of him, who is the greateſt, wiſeſt and 
eſt" of beings, and the infinite eternal ſource of 
ll being, perfection and happineſs. This is truly to 
de of immortal memory, to be remember d affection- 
ite ly by him who alone hath immortality, © 


(1) He has taken care they ſhall be had in ho- 
durable remembrance by others. The holy angels 
Peing imployed as winiſtring ſpirits to ſuch as ſhall 
be heirs of ſalvation, ha ve thereby an opportunity of 
nowing a great deal of their excellent cemper 
and conduct, (particularly their truſt in God, and 
patience under afflictions, and ſecret charity) and 
an we ſuppoſe that what they admired, rejoiced in 
0d bleſſed God for, ſhould ever be forgotten by 
them. Will it not recur upon their minds frequent- 
ly when they reflect upon their own ſervices, ward - 
ſhip and miniſtrations? Will not ſaints in heaven 
a ſo ever remember thoſe, whoſe pray ers, inſtructione, 
charity and example were ſerviceable to them in 
ray che ſtate of trial, and the days of their pilgrimage? 
Eſpecially is not this one deſign of the ſolemnity of 
the great day — that, as the wickec ſhall riſe to ſhame 
and everlaſting contempt reſulting from the publica- 
tion of their recorded crimes how ſecretly ſoever 
committed; fo all their pious charitable actions, or 

C 5 inten- 
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intentions too, may be publiſhed in a manner mol, cor 
glorious to the God of all grace, and moſt honoura · roa. 
ble to themſclves? And this publication will re- Nand 

main in the records of heaven in a manner infinitely cone 
more eſſectual than the actions of earthly worthies 
can be ſuppoſed to do in pillars of braſs, or the im. 
mortal hiltorics of the ableſt hands. Theſe will nan. 
all periſh in the general conflagration, but the re- | 
cords of what has been atchieved by the grace of 
God in good men, ſhall endure, and be reviewed Mheac 
too, to the everiaſting ſatisfaction of thoſe, who mor 
while they lived did good, and gave God the 
glory, not ſeeking honour of men, but that auhich com: tor 
eth of God only, John 5. 44. This Hcnour have all bi Hm 
aint. It is appointed ever for them who have lov, 
fear d and ſervd God in the greateſt obſcurity, and 
perhaps without having been once named among the 
ſaints. fy | : 5 5 77 e : | 

I might, here alſo take notice of what he has mo 
done in . honour of ſeveral of his more eminent ſer- ani 
vants, in mixing ſo much of their hiſtory with, and Mh 
making ſo honourable mention of them, + in. his 
word. Time would fail me to enter into particu- en 
lars, I ſhall only take notice of the regard our Lord 
had to the memory of a woman, who .expreſs'd a 
piece of reſpe& to him in the days of his: humi- 
liation, a little before his (ufering, - Mat. 26. 13. 
i hereſtever this goſpel ſhall be preached. in. the whole 
world, there ſball alſo this, that this woman hath done, 
be told for a memorial of her. 3 
1 might alſo rake notice how by his providence 
lod often preicrves the memory of good men after 
their death, Sometimes he gives it as it were a reſur- 
rection, after it had been lorg buried in oblivion, and by Il h 
a 


6150 | 
noliſa concurrence of ſtrange incidences wipes off their re- 
ura · Proach, and brings forth their righteouſneſs as the light, 


re- Nand makes even thoſe circumſtances which were de- 


ſigned and had long continued the brands of infa- 
my, be as it were a chain about their necks and 
glory round their heads. Thus it has been with 

will BWnany of the witneſſes of Chtiſt, who ſuffered under 
he heathen perſecution, and the antichriſtian too. 
Bat I ſhall not purſue this matter, only, under this 
head, obſerve, that God has taken care of the me- 


rho Wmory' of good men, by making it a duty ro regard 
the Wand pay a proper reſpect to it. This will appear 


from what I have to offer under the next head of 
my diſcourſe, which is to ſhew, 172 


nd BY II. That as God will, ſo men ought to bleſs the 
the juſt man's memor. 1 5 
ah By bleſſing, I here underſtand reſpecting the me- 

145 Bmo:y of the virtues and good actions of juſt men, 
er. ¶ and exprefſing that reſpett in a ſuitable manner, (of 

ud which hereafrer.) Now that this is a duty, or, which 

11s is the ſame thing, the will of our Creator, I ſhall 

u. endeavour to clear from ſeveral conſiderations. 


218 (..) I might alledge the common conſent of all ſen- 
11- BY fible men in all ages. The immortality of the ſoul 
3. For its exiſtence after death has been argued from 
le this conſideration; ano ho it may not ſingly: and 


e, by it ſelf amount to“ a demonſtration or concluſive 
argument, yet it Will be allowed ſome weight. — So 
ce men's natural deſire ot praiſe after their death, and 
et their inclination to pay this tribute to men of me- 
r- rit, may be repreſented in favour of that which we 
Y IF have other arguments to' eſtabliſh. the truth of. 
3 | 4% This. 
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This general inclivation (whatever inordinacy and 
irregularity may attend it ſince the apoſtacy) 
ſeems to be planted in us by the author of na- 
ture, the father of our ſpirits. I will not preſume pee 
to ſay that Jeſus the author and finiſher. of out he! 
faith, had this in his eye when he inſtituted that ſy 1 
ordinance in which he is to be remembered till his HF rin 
ſecond appearance. — Tho if this inclination be ng- 
tural, and not the reſult, of the depravation intro. 
duced by the fall, I {ze no reaſon to except the ate 
man Chriſt Jeſus, who was made like to his. brethren Mas 
in all things, ſin only excepted. However that be;ſWriou 
this deſire of fame under proper regulations (which auc 
muſt bound our moſt innocent appetites in matten Nati 
of tne higheſt temporal conſequence, even the wel- 
fare of our families after us) ſeems no ways incon- 
gruous to our nature, even as renewed by the grace 
of God, and reſtored to his image and favour. |! 
men may (with due ſubordination ro the glory olf 
God) deſire praiſe while they live, and are directed 
to thiuk on and mind thoſe things which are praiſe: 
wort hy; why, they may not extend tkeir,proſpeR;MWme 
even in this reſpect beyond their natural "tives I can- 
not ſee. I need not ſhew that there lies no objec- 
tion againſt me from that character given of rhe Pha: 
riſees that they received honour. one of another, be- 
cauſe they did vst ſeek the hondur that cometh from Gol 
only, Se 1598 bz, i. e. which cometh only from 
God — It was their fault that they did not ſeel 
this; or the other preferably to it; John 12. 43 
They loved the. praiſe of men more than the praiſe of 
God, as other worldly men love treaſures. on earth th 
preferably to, treaſures in heaven — The ſault is not th 
in leckigg. riches, but in preferring them to bettet e: 
2 co _ things 


tel 
Ing 
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hings — This we may apply to cle ptelent cafe: 

\ regular deſire of praiſe according to the inclina - 
jon, of nature is not criminal, (ſpeaking modeſtly). 
ſpecially praiſe after death, when a man is out of 
Ihe hearing of it, and ſo in no danger of being hurt 
u it 3 as one ſaid upon the death of that immortal 


Mary. — 
She. hears wot now, and therefore may be praiſed. 
And we knew--anather Mary (with whom we: 


Jare not put that beſt of Queens in compariſon 


as ſome have done a certain King with their ſa- 
jour) who ſeem d, and I think innocently and 
audably too, pleaſed with the thought, that al _ 
rations W Our call ber bleſſed, Luke 1. 48. 


Now if the inclination be innocent, it is from 
* acting according to it is therefore rational. 


ard men of real merit, as they are always ready to 
Vs juſtice to the memory of others, are in this man- 


er to have honour in their turn. And if it be reaſon- 
ble and according to truth, it is a duty to bleſs the 
nemory of the juſt when removed our of © our world. 


(2.) It is their juſt os: and that men ought to 
pay; and to detain it would be injurious: Not 
that it would be at all to their prejudice; for it is 
poſſible for a man to be deny'd his due and yet not 
at all be hurt; becauſe he may be out of the reach 


Wot ill will, and above the need of good. This is 


evident in the caſe of the ſupreme: being: our ſin 
cannot hurt him; yer withholding our ſervice, and 
the glory due unto his name, is doing him wrong, 
tho it does him no prejudice. And in the caſe of 
earthly. monarchs, it may happen that a ſubject _ 

ny 
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deny him due honour, and ſo act contrary to reaſon / I uinl. 


and be guilty of a fault, though his ſovereign is Nin tl 
not 2 whit the worſe for the denial. So thoſe dead quai 
(to whom that belongs, Rev. 14. 13. Bliſſed are ib: cher: 
dead who die in the Lord) have no hurt done them, and 


if. they are not praiſed according to their real de- 
ſert; yet deſert implies right, and that infers duty, 


No it is the will of God, as it is the dictate oi man 


nature, and as it is matter of expreſs revelation, 
that we ſhould give hozour to whom honour is du men 
Romans 13. 7. And if this text ſhould be re- 
ſtrained to magiſtrates and other ſuperiours, thete 
are other: ſignifications of God's will (which makes 
duty) that good men are to be honoured. Thi bett 
may be juſtly inferr'd from that expreſſion which ben 


enters into the Character of a Citizen ot Zion. Pſal. bee 


15. 4 viz, He honoureth them that fear the Lord. Ma- ſect 
giſtrates you know are ordained for the praiſe of MP's 
them that do well. 1 Pet. 2. 14. ſo Rom. 13. 3. Does 
that which is good, and thou ſhalt have praiſe of th 
Jame. Tho we can properly deſerve nothing from n 
God, to whom we are unprofitable ſervants : yei no 
from men we may merit praiſe in life; and by then 
ſame reaſon after it too is the juſt man's due, in Mn. 
proportion to his excellencies and uſcfulneſs to the RF)! 
publick, which is, and I think ſafficiently,  intima- 
ted in that of the Apoſtle Rom. 5. 7. For ſearch} 
for a righteous man will one die: jet peradventure fu 
a good. man ſome would even dare to die. A ma 
who. 15 a publick bleſſing one might adventure to 
die for; ſure then he has a right to have his me- 
mory to live. Such a man whaſe praiſe is in th 


Goſpel throughout all the Churches, if he have not 3} 
right to be remembred through all ages; yet, cer 
| rain: 
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ſon;tainly his merit ought not to die with him, but live. 
1 is in the remembrance of thoſe ſurvivors who were ac- 
ead N quainted with it, and be tranſmitted. down to o- 
tze chers in faithful records. This is due to their merit, 


. 


em, and the debt ought to be paid: For 


(3.) Ir is for the publick good, for the good of 
mankind that they ſhould be thus remembred. Every 
juſt, eſpecially every good man, in the ſenſe of the laſt 
mentioned text, is a common good, a publick bleſ- 
ng, and therefore living and dead too he ought to 


ere regarded as a Benefactor to the Community. 
ikes We are to ſuppoſe the publick to have fared the 
his better for. his intereſt and interceſſions above; the 
ich bene fit of his exemplary converſation may have 


been conſiderable : But theſe things are very much 
ſecrets at preſent» How God was intreated by 
is Prayers and what ſervice to the intereſt ot 
Weal religion in the ſouls of men, was done by his 
holding forth the word of life, is to appear hereafter 


mom in the particular circumſtances ; but in general is 
yet now to be attended to. And ſuch actions of piety 
the and charity as have been viſible, eſpecially eminent 
„ in gand remarkable ones, are to be regarded as an edi- 
the Aying example for the good of poſterity. 57 
ma- As this is due to a publick Benefactor, ſo in 
ce paying the debt will be a publick advantage. It 


Fill be ſetting him before others as a pattern and 
An encouragement. Keeping up and paying reſpect 
to the memory of excellent perſons has a tenden- 
to do great good, as it ſnews what manner of 
Perſons we ought to be; that the paths of vertue 
Are not impaſſable, the duties of piety and charity 
ot impracticable, nor even the heights of emi- 


inly | nency 
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fency in Religion inacceſſable; and as it points ou ſerv 


the way to true fame, and real renown, which iz 
never obtained' but by thoſe who mix the good 
with the great. The bleſſed God therefore why 

knows our frame, and what the influence of good 
Examples 1s, has: compaſſed us about with a great { 


cloud of witneſſes.” Heb. 12. 1. And his word diff - 7 
res not 'only that we ſhould be followers of How. 
ving witneſſes to religion: but of fuch alſo as con 
faith and patience iuberit the promiſes. And to thi | 
end that we be not florhful. Heb. 6. 6, 12. And i. 
is fic that the memory of thoſe perfons hould the 
preſerved, who while they lived were the falt che 
the earth, for this end, as it may be a means to ſer 
fon others, even in diſtant” ages with the principle 
or rengian age Terrye: A, 8 = 
: 29 - | NAI 4 : # 4 KH 
(4) This is for the glory of God; not only as 84 
js obeying the intimarions of his will, but as it i ot 
paying reſpects to his image and magnifying hill e 
grace. All the excellent qualities of good mei >* 
are the impreſs of God's moral perfections. For the j 
are renewed after the image of h1m that created then: th 
They purify themſelves ar he is pure, and are per © 
ect as their father in heaven is perfetl. All wht 
good actions they do, and the high performance © 
they arckiere are by the grace of God, or com! 
municated influences of the Redeemers ſpirit: andi 
there fore rightly honouring the pious memory e 
his faints, is honouring him. It is an old precept, q 
Remember that thou magnify his works, which mu > 
behold. Job. 36. 24. We are to regard this work of thi 8 


Lord, and confider the operations of his hands. Tia. 5. 
11. Thus we glorify him, and 1 ſhall only ob- ( 
5 | ſerve 


IM 
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ſerve that if the works of creation. and common 
providence are to be remeinbered . and. tranſmitted 
from one age to another to the honour of his name; 
it is at leaſt as fit, that God ſhouid be thus gloriſied 
in his ſaints, and their memory be bleſſed by us 
to the praiſe of the glory of bis grace. | | 


The ſuitable manner of expreſſing the reſpe& we 


Wowe to the memory of the juſt comes next to be 


conſidered. — And here, 


1. We muſt ſpeak to their praiſe, When ever 
there is occaſion we muſt be ready thus to give 
them their due. It they deſerve, and we owe this 
to them while living, their death ſure does nat 
leſſen their merit, nor cancel our obligation. — We 
are to tell their virtues, and mention their very 
names With reſpe&t, Some good people object a- 
gainſt the appellation of Saint, prefix d to the name 
of the apoſtles and other diſciples of our Lord; 
not out of. diſreſpect to their memory, but zeal a- 
gainſt the uſurpations of Rome, who, for reaſons 


well enough known, have ſeen fit to appropriate 


that expreſſion to ſuth as are canonized by their 
church. They have ſainted only ſuch as lived ſince 
our Lords's coming in the fleſh, and left out of their 
kalendar the patriarchs, prophets and martyrs of the 
6ld teſtament, (becauſe forſoorh they lay in Limbo 
till Chriſt came) ſo we have no faint Abrabim or 
Meſe', Noah, Daniel, or Job, or any ot the antient 
cloud of witneſſes, to whole example we. owe ſo 
great a means of our edification : (there is indeed 
a St. David, but the honour was not deſigned for 
the royal prophet, but a welch biſhop) nay they do 
not ſo much as call their children after their names, 
(which is I think a * expreſſion, by the ways 
0 
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of our reſpect to the holy men of 01d) as if he N vals 
who ſaw. Chriſt's day and rejoiced, and the reſt ¶ pee! 
of thoſe who waited for the conſolation of 1ſrael ¶ not 
were not Chriſtians-—- But then they have hope- iſ tha 
fully ſupply d the defect by canonizing a great num- ¶ and 
ber, ſome of whom were madmen, others villains, I the 
as we are ready to prove out of faithful records; WU anc 
and others it may be never had a being but in the the 
imagination of credulous or deſigning men. wh 
But to return from this digteſſion (which the MW wt 
ſeaſonableneſs of it will excuſe) I ſay the objection, MW wt 
which ſome ſerious people make, is not out of want it 
of reſpe& to departed ſaints, but from a zeal a- 
gainſt the uſurpations and ſuperſtitions of the pa- 
| pacy, When we ſpeak of, them, it will be no of- 
fence to ſay holy Job, for inſtance, or bleſſed Paul, 
which is all lam now pleading for; and as for the 
term [ſaint] tho I think it is not amiſs to uſe it, 
| where it is not like to give countenance to popery ; 
yet I have. no objection even againſt ans induſtrious 
diſuſe of it. To proceed, 


— = 08 


2. We muſt leſs God for em. This indeed is 
bleſſing their memory, whom God has made a bleſ- 
ſing. I need not inſiſt upon this particularly, having 
but now mentioned that by the grace of God they 
were what they were. That his grece kindled and 
his providence ſet up thoſe Lights which from age 
to age have ſhone among a crooked and perverſe gene- 
ration, Ye, Philip. 2. 15. n 


3. We mult tale beed that we do a 
them, nor give them any of the glory which is 
due to God alone. I have nothing to ſay about 


dedicating places of worſhip, and appointing feſti- 
| ; | | vals 
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vals to the memory of particular ſaints, which has 
been a controverſy among Proteſtants: But I can- 
not help ſaying (and when can it be more proper) 
chat praying to them, even as inferior mediators, 
and ſome other methods of honouring them among 
the Papiſts, is a thing not warranted by Scripture, 
and ſuch as I verily believe they would forbid (as 
the angel to St. John) it they were in circumſtances 
which permitted them to do it; and which thoſe 
who value the pure goſpel of jeſus Chriſt, ought 
utterly to avoid and diſcountenance. I will not call 
it idolatry (as I freely do their bread-worſhip) 
and as for it's being ſuperſtition I cannot purge them; 
but it appears a needleſs thing and of ill tendency : | 
which is reaſon enough for thrgwing that, or any 
thing elſe out of all the liturgies of the church, 


and offices of devotion. 


4. We muſt imitate their excellencies. This is 
the moſt eſſential circumſtance of the whole, with- 


out which all the reſt is nothing. Then we cftec- 


tually and acceptably bleſs their memory, when (as 
far as may be) we follow their example, This is re- 
membring them to purpoſe when we follow their faith, 
confidering the end of their converſation, Jeſus Chriſt 
the ſame yeſterday, to day, and for ever Heb. 13. 7, 8. 
Without ir all our profeſſions of reſpect to their me- 
mory are at leaſt inſignificant, nay | may ſay, a 
practical contempt of the ſaints and their God too. 
Nor will any compoſition be accepted, tho' men 
ſet up the moſt coſtly figures, and build the moſt 
magnificent ſtructures to their honour, and make 
the loweſt proſtrations before them: as this is 
vaſtly eaſier than to follow their ſteps, twill not be 
accepted in its room. The ſcribes and phariſeea 
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built the tombs of the prophets, and garniſhed the ſee 
pulcres of the righteous 3. but that was far from fuſfiſ 
cient to teen them from the vengeance of God 
See Mat. 23. 29. it only tended to their conviction 
and confuſion. And are there noc a generation of 
men ſtill, in whom the ſame ſpirit prevails; who 
wor{tip the bleſſed virgin and the holy apoſtles ot 
her ſon, aid are ſo far from following them (as thy 
did the meek Jeſus, the lamb. of God, who came 
not to deſtroy men's lives but to ſave them) that 
they perſecute even to death ſuch as do? Need I 
particularly mention the Pian maſſacre, the flames 
of Smithfield, the butcheries of Ireland, and the 
powder treaſon, which ſome pretended proteſtants 
aſtect to forget, and fain would excuſe by falſe co- 
lourings ? Need I go back to the reign of monarch 
who have dy'd with the blood of thouſands in their 
Skirts ? Have we nor an inſtance before us of the 
bloody execution at Thorn ? Is this the way of hon- 
ouring her, whom they call the mother- of God, 
to murder thoſe whom he loved with ſuch an in- 
finite tenderneſs, for whom he ſhed his own blood 
and laid down his life? This is ſtrange, but that 
which carries the matter beyond all expreſſions 
of aſtoniſhment, is that 674ziſh proteſtants ſhould 
hanker after ſuch a government as muſt neceſlatily 
bring all this to our own doors! Bur to return; 
to honour. the ſaints, is to imitate them, and that 
in all their perfections, eſpecially wherein they moſt 
excelld; as Abraham in faith, Moſes in meckneſs, 
Z 

I ſhall only remark under this head, tha too 
many of thoſe who. abhor the cruelties of Rome, 
yet in the ſeſtirals of ſaints indulge to excels 
of riot and abominable debauchery, and celebrate 

| | rhe 


1 
ſee memory of dead ſaints in their gratifications 
uff: thoſe luſts, of which their mortification while 
od ing was moſt exemplary. 7 
tion Thus I have ſet the ſenſe of the text in as fair 
1 offlight as I could. I proceed to ſome plain remarks, 
whoſe proper obſervations. | 


th. How good a maſter do good men ſerve, and 
ameſnſequently what an abundant encouragement is 
ere to religion. They ſhall inherit the earth, have 
much of it as will do them good; and when 
ey have done with it ſhall be admitted into hea- 
n, where are things prepared for them not to 


ante told. And beſides this their memory ſhall be 
co-· ed. 5 1 „ | 
"ch; It it be ſaid, that ſome wicked men are remem- 
neit ed with honour, and that for their faults too, as 
the Alexander, a Caſar, a Louis! I anſwer ; not 


on- good men, unleſs for their uſeful performances, 
od, hd that is all their reward. They are extoll'd 
in- Ny by ſuch as themſelves, and ſoon they ſhall riſe . 
bod me and everlaſting contempt. TH 


hat It it be ſaid, how many good men are utterly for- 
ons Witten, and ſome who ought to have been highly hon- 
uld Mured.—TI anſwer ; their memory may revive : howe- 
11y r if men negle& their duty, God is faithful and will 
n; e day do publick juſtice to their character, and te- 
nat {Word their good deeds to their everlaſting honour. 

olt If it be urged, is it not mercenary and mean to 
ſs, gard this honour? I anſwer; if it be our ſole or 
timate end, or not with due preference given to 
00 Wigher matters, ir argues a worldly and ſo 2 mean 
ne, irit: but it it be truly regulated, it is a proper 
is pur to vertue; and as we need all the encourage- 
te ent that can be given, we ſhould refuſe none. 
he RED And 
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And if it be urged, what ſignifies it ? I anſwer 
it is a favour of providence and not to be flight: 


ed. What knowledge a man may have of it in 


the ſtate I cannot ſay ; but ſure it is a deſirable 
thing and an agreeable thought, that a man has 2 
proſpect of being uſeful to the purpoſes of religion, 
and the benefit of mankind, after he is withdrawn 
from the preſent ſcene of action: or, that men may 
bleſs his memory by following his example. 


2. Obſerve the great evil of forgetting, and eſpe: 


cially of vilifying and defaming the memory of good 
men; ſuch eſpecially as were great and public 
benefactors. It is a great injuſtice to forget them, 
and what can it ſpring from but an unaccountable 
ſtupidity and a baſe ingratitude ? But to abuk 
them and load their memory with reproaches is tht 
effect of that pride, malice and envy, which are the 
firſt- born of hell. It is a ſtanding blot upon the chil 
dren of Iſrael, and joyned with their not remembring 
the Lord their God, that they did zor ſhew kindneſs 1 
the houſe of Gideon, according to all the goodneſs whit 
he had ſhewn to Iſrael. Judges 8. 35. And malice (o 
indolence either) towards the memory of a gloriou 
deliverer, will fix ſuch a ſtain upon a nation as nd 
time will wipe out. 


3. From what has been ſaid, we may be directed 
in regulating our regards for juſt and good men, 
when they are removed out of our world. We ate 
to praiſe or bleſs God tor them and imitate them 
but not exceed in our reverence, or run into ſuper{ti 
tion, eſpecially not abuſe them as patrons d 
impiety, cruelty, and debauchery. 


__ 
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4. As this is the Birth-Day of our glorious Xing 
LLIAM, it may be expected that I ſhould apply 
Fat I have ſaid, particularly to his memory. | 
might leave you to do him juſtice, in confidence. 
hat it will not be deny'd to him by any who have 
ommon underſtanding, and are rightly inform'd; ex- 
ept ſuch as are enemies or (which is much the ſame) 
ndifferent to the true proreſtant religion, and the rights 
pf mankind, as at preſent enjoy'd under his majeſſy 
King GEORGE: The ſucceſſion of whoſe family 
owing to the revolution, and Kine William's wile 
improvement of} it; as is ſufficiently acknowledged 
dy both their enemies, and ought not to be forgotten 
by their friends. 


ſhall only add — The memory of King William 
ſhould ſurely be dear to all true proteſtants in the eſta- 
biſhment and out of it; becauſe to him under God 
they owe it, that they have the liberty of taking 
their religion from their bible : the glorious liberty 
of Britous | which our firſt reformers preferr'd not 
oy to all ſecular emoluments, but even life itſelf, 
witneſs the deprivations and cruel executions of our 
ion Cranmers, Ridleys, Hoopers, Latimers, &c- whom 
(tho we have not placed them in a Kalendar) all 
good men will have in everlaſting remembrance. We 
cannot forget what a figure the poor church of 
England made in Queen Mary's days, when her 
members had no other choice but to recant or burn, 
aul Such as fled were a number of diſtreſs d refugees, 
and ſuch as hid were a congregation of hated diſ- 
ſenters ; their meetings were in private, and their 

aſſemblies conventicles. | e 
And to this very condition muſt ſhe have been 
reduced again, if providence had not raiſed her a 
[ {aviour in the immortal King William; who * 
| | ore 
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fore ought to be remembered : as well ſure as, and 
preferably to the founders of a few colleges and 
halls (tho I am far from deſiring they ſhould be for- 
got) for the ſame reaſon as he that protects a royal 
palace, city, or navy from tha flames, is to be repu- 
ted a greater benefactor than he that digs a trench to 
water a nurſery. Such a friend ſurely ought to be 
remembered as long as there is ever a houſe or ſy: 
nagogue of God in the land, Pſal. 74. 9. The church 
ot England has taken care of this in the office far 
the 5th of November, the day in which her delivers 
er arrived. | 

And as for proteſtant diſſenters, they would be 
of all men the moſt ungrateful, it they have not the 
higheſt veneration for a prince to whom they owe 
a legal liberty. They had indeed a liberty in the pre- 
ceding reign ; but it was both precarious and inſidi- 
ous : ſuch as they ſaw fit indeed to uſe, (and who 
that underſtands any thing of humane nature can 
blame them?) bur (except a few weak tranſported 
men) never juſtiſied. To the knowledge of thou- 
ſands now living, they ſaw thro and deteſted the 
defign and manner of ir, and never fell in with the 
party that procured it, no not to this day! And 
may ſuch diflenters, as hereafter ſhall do it, have 
their memory abhorred as rhe worſt of ingrates, and 
be contemned as the moſt ſtupid of mortals. 

Bat I am ſo far from apprehending ſuch at 
event, that I congratulate all good proteſtants up- 
on the growing eſteem of that princes name. And 
will not allow my ſelf ro doubt, but that the me- 
mory of this juſt prince will be bleſſed, while Britan 
is free, or which is the ſame thing, while King 
GEORGE and his illuſtrious houſe ſit upon the throne 
of theſe Kingdoms. Amen. 
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